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W e sat in her living room as Pearl told me her story. The fact that she has a living room is a miracle in and of 

itself. Pearl is a walking miracle. And our staff and volunteers 

have been privileged to walk alongside her this past year. 

Our story starts on March 11, 2021. Actually, letôs back up a 

bit. Pearl was born in the early 1950ôs as the youngest of 18 

children. Her parents were first cousins, and thus all the 

children had varying special needs. Due to dysfunction and 

abuse in her childhood home, she says ñwhen I turned 18, I 

married the first man I met in a bar to get out of the house.ò 

This relationship ended up being abusive and she had to flee with their first child. This was the 

beginning of years of personal challenges, difficult relationships, housing instability, and medical 

and mental health challenges.  

Fast forward to March 11, 2021. After years of challenges, she had been living with a daughter and 

her daughterôs boyfriend. The boyfriend assaulted Pearl and she ended up in the emergency room 

with two black eyes, a broken wrist and other injuries. After getting immediate care, she was 

directed to the Womenôs Overnight Shelter we run at Grace United Methodist church in downtown 

Harrisburg. She showed up late at night after the doors were locked. A volunteer encountered her 

and said, ñWeôre not letting you out here in the cold looking like this. Come with me.ò Pearl was 

connected with shelter staff who welcomed her into the shelter. Over the coming weeks, Pearlôs 

kindness and spirit of gratitude impacted everyone who interacted with her. 

One evening she didnôt show up at the shelter and several people including a police officer went 

looking for her out of concern. Turns out she had slipped on some ice, fell, and required an 

overnight hospital stay. She was soon back to the shelter much to everyoneôs relief. 

Aisha Mobley, our Community Mobilization Coordinator and member of our Street Outreach Team, recalls ñthere 

were nights I couldnôt sleep, worrying about Pearlélike God wouldnôt let me rest until I knew she was okay.ò Aisha 

worked with our HELP Ministries staff to get her approved for an emergency hotel voucher. The day the voucher was 

approved Aisha went to Strawberry Square looking for Pearl as she often spent time during the day there. Aisha 

found her tired but with a smile on her face. Due to her broken wrist, she had difficulty taking care 
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Count It All Joy       By Steve Schwartz, Director of Development 

One Womanôs Journey from Victim to Regaining Her Voice and Her Dignity 
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